Bullying:
Needham Public School Policy and
What Parents and Kids Can Do

O

Introduction




Bullying Prevention and Intervention
Ker&gints
« Curriculum

« Policy and Handbook documents
» Reporting and investigating
» Resources for students
« Special Education procedures
Team determines - does the student’s disability affect
social skills development?
Team determines - may the student participate in or be
vulnerable to bullying teasing, harassment?

If ,theTﬂ::tmmnsideﬁr;nﬂmtshnu]dhehc]ud&dinth&
IEP to op the skills/proficiencies to avoid or respond to
tﬁasing,harassmenturhlﬁlying.




The Bullying Plan will be posted on-line for parent and
community comments

Submit the Plan by December 31
What else do we need to do?

Curriculum development and implementation

Get website up and running for parents to access

Collect discipline data and gather more information about
mecidences of bullymg /MWAHS one source

School-based for recess, lunchrooms, ete.to reduce
challenges at times

Anmual review of the Plan

Bullying vs. conflict

What is conflict?

What is bullying?

Bullying and Special Education Students
How do we STOP bullying?

How do we RESPOND to bullying?




What is Conflict?

1 ]

= All people (including friends) experience
conflict!!

» Conflict 15 a disagreement that happens when
people want different things.

= Conflict is solved when people:
Identify the problem
Work together for a fair solution
» Conflict is NOT bullying!




What is Bullying?
O

Types of Bullying




Special Education Students and Bullying

[ ]

Special Education students are particularly
vulnerable to bullying.

[ ]

School personnel have a special responsibility to
special education students.

[ ]

Parents and school personnel must work together to

assist special education students in preventing
bullying.




ACTIVITY

» Break into your groups
» Review the situations on your handout and
decide is it:
Conflict
Bullying
Behind your back?
Face to face?

Situation #1

= Last year, vou and a friend worked together
on a science fair project. You wanted to work
with that friend again this year, but he just
told vou that he 1s working with someone
else because “vou're SPED.” You are very
upset and anxious for the rest of the day.

CONFLICT




What Kids Can Do
O

= Recognize
« Refuse
= Speak out if it is safe
= Ask someone to go get help
= Get away as soon as possible
» Report
o Tell a trusted adult who can help.

The NPS Response
O

» Investigation by school administration

+ Parental notification

» Written incident report on file

+ Increasingly severe formal consequences

» Create a safi lan for or or as
= ety p. aggressor and,/or target,

- May include faculty supports

- May include structural supports
» Counseling for the aggressor and mandated meeting
+ Referral to outside supports, as needed




What Parents Can Do

O
» Get the facts
= Ask gently and get specific details
© Who? Where? When? How often? Were there witnesses?
» Do not interview other children or the bully.
= Report the facts to school administration.
» Ask what the plan will be for the bullying to stop.

= NOTE - By federal law, administrators cannot tell you
about disciplinary action taken against another child.
You do, however, have a right to know what
administrators will do to keep your child safe.
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